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Muslims have always been taught that the city of Mecca in Saudi Arabia is the center place of Islam. This city 
contains the Black Stone, the Forbidden Gathering Place, the Holy Mosque, and the Ka’aba building. Every 
Muslims, all over the world, no matter what sect of Islam, faces the holy city of Mecca in Saudi Arabia when he 
or she prays. This direction of prayer is called the “Qibla.” It is a vital part of Islamic ritual prayer, pilgrimage, 
hallal meat, and even plays a part in how buildings and washrooms are designed (so that the faithful will not 


expose themselves towards the holy city.) 


For centuries Muslim scholars and historians have believed that there were a few ancient mosques that got the 
Qibla direction wrong, so Muslims today check their smart phones to make doubly sure that they are praying in 


the right direction. 


Now, shocking new archeological evidence clearly demonstrates that early Islamic mosques were not 
erroneously oriented as previously thought. Using modern technology and satellite imaging, Canadian historian 
Dan Gibson has discovered that early Islamic mosques were oriented to four different places. And they are not 


where Islam expects them to be. 


In this book Gibson presents a survey of 63 Qiblas of Islamic mosques from the founding of Islam (622 C.E.) 
until 263 AH (876 C.E.) The data clearly indicates thatthe first Islamic Qibla was towards the ancient city of 
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Petra. Eventually the four Qiblas emerged, but after the Abbasid's took control of Islam, Mecca was the only 
remaining Qibla, which is still used today. Gibson then explains the tools that he used, their accuracy, and the 
methodology applied to the mosques he visited, or asked others to visit. 


Gibson goes on to explain why there has been misunderstanding about the Qibla direction for over a 
thousand years, and then in detail describes how the ancient Arabs could accurately determine their Qiblas. 
Gibson then presents fifty supporting arguments, drawing from Islamic literature, history, geography, Hadiths 
and the Qur'an to support his argument. This book clearly challenges our understanding of Islamic history 
and paints an entirely different picture of how Islam emerged. 


Gibson strongly believes that Muslims are praying in the wrong direction, and that their yearly pilgrimage is to 
the wrong location. He believes that several times each day Muslims are disobeying their prophet in focusing 
their prayers on a black stone in Saudi Arabia, when the Qur'an commands them to face another place. 

This book contains all of the data behind the incredible documentary film “The Sacred City.” Now viewers of 
the film can see the background data for themselves and investigate arguments that were not included in the 
film. 


Will you join the growing crowds of people who believe that Muslims got it wrong, and that they are following 
the teachings of the Abbasids who came some two hundred years after the prophet Muhammad? 
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This book contains footnotes, charts, maps, and photographs. Now you can check Gibson's claims and 


examine the evidence and decide for yourself. 
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Many gods in Petra were represented by a square cut 
block. In the beytel to the right we can see three gods 
within one larger god, corresponding to Sura 53:19-20 
“Have you thought upon al-Lat, and al-Uzza and al 
Manat, the third, the other?” This beytel is found along 
the siq entrance to Petra. 
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